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BELGRADE FOR USDEL CSCE 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: CSCE, CVIS, AGEN, BU, US 

SUBJECT: IMPACT OF NEW TARIFF OF VISA FEES ON US/BULGARIAN 
NEGOTIATIONS REGARDING REDUCTION OF VISA FEES 

REF: A) STATE 203357 NOTAL; B) SOFIA 1470; C) STATE A-2628; 

D) 76 SOFIA 2201; E) STATE 158630 

1 . EMBASSY IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW TARIFF GF VISA FEES SEPTEM- 
BER 1 (REFS C AND E), WITHOUT COINCIDENT OR PREVIOUS PRESENTA- 
TION TO GOB OF COMPREHENSIVE PROPOSAL ON RECIPROCAL ELIMINATION 
OF VISA FEES AND ASSOCIATED COSTS (REF A) MAY PLACE US IN 
DIFFICULT POSITION, SUBJECT TO SHARP ATTACK BY BULGARIANS, 
BILATERALLY AND AT BELGRADE CSCE MEETING. 

2. DEPARTMENT IS CORRECT IN ASSUMING THAT WE DO NOT WISH TO 
MAKE THREE OTHER PROPOSALS IN PACKAGE TMQGOB WITHOUT AUTHORITY 
TO PROPOSE ELIMINATION OF ASSOCIATED VISA COSTS, SINCE GOB 

HAS MADE CLEAR IN PAST THAT MONEY IS GOOD PART OF GAME FOR IT. 

(SEE, FOR EXAMPLE, REF D.) 
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3. AT SAME TIME, BALL IS IN OUR COURT IN DISCUSSIONS 

OF THIS MATTER, AND FOR US TO UNILATERALLY RAISE FEES 
AT THIS TIME, WITHOUT HAVING MADE COMPREHENSIVE PROPOSAL, 

WILL BE CONSIDERED BY GOB TO BE ACT IN BAD FAITH, IN- 
CONSISTENT WITH SPIRIT OF ONGOING BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS 
TO REMOVE SUCH FEES, AND WILL PRESENT A VERY FAT TARGET 
INDEED AT UPCOMING BELGRADE MEETINGS. 
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4. EMBASSY THUS URGES DEPT TO CONTINUE 

EFFORTS TO GIVE US COMPREHENSIVE PACKAGE TO PROPOSE TO 
GOB PRIOR TO OCTOBER OPENING OF BELGRADE MEETINGS, AS 
PROMISED REF A. 

5. IN NEAR TERM, EMBASSY REQUESTS GUIDANCE AS TO WHETHER 
DEPT MIGHT GRANT US AUTHORITY 

TO CONTINUE CHARGING VISA FEES AT PRESENT, PRE-SEPT 1 
RATE, IN LIGHT OF EXISTENCE OF ONGOING BILATERAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS REGARDING MATTER, AT LEAST UNTIL WE HAVE PRESENTED 
COMPREHENSIVE PACKAGE AND GOB HAS HAD REASONABLE AMOUNT 
OF TIME TO STUDY AND RESPOND TO PROPOSAL. 

6. REQUEST RESPONSE TO PARA 5 PRIOR TO SEPT 1. 

MAGEE 
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